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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  MR.  ROSS  MITCHELL. 


Ross  Mitchell,  Esq.,  was  born  at  Laiidi.sburg,  Perry  Count}', 
Pa.,  November  14,  1824.  He  moved  with  his  parents  to  Ohio  in 
1836,  and  to  Clark  County  in  1838.  His  father,  James  Blaine 
Mitchell,  died  in  1849,  and  his  mother  about  one  year  thereafter. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  then  left  to  battle  with  the 
stern  realities  of  life,  at  that  time  when  one  most  needs  the  ad- 
vice and  help  of  a father,  and  the  love  and  tender  care  of  a mother. 
He  was  obliged  to  work,  and  had  little  time  to  attend  even  the 
common  schools  to  attain  an  education.  Vet,  as  a boy  and  a 
young  man,  he  acquired  the  habit  of  industry,  economy  and  the 
traits  of  character  that  laid  the  foundation  of  his  success  in  his 
future  useful  life.  He  accepted  a position  in  1854  as  book-keeper 
with  the  firm  of  Warder,  Brookaw  & Childs,  manufacturers  of 
reapers,  mowers  and  farm  implements  at  Lagonda,  a suburb  of  this 
city,  and  continued  with  the  firm  as  chief  book-keeper  until  1865. 
Mr.  Childs  then  retired  from  the  firm,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  became  a 
member,  under  the  firm  name  of  Warder,  Mitchell  & Co.,  and  the 
firm  greatly  prospered. 

After  twenty-five  years  of  a successful  active  life,  Mr.  Mitchell 
retired  from  the  manufacturing  business,  and  enjoys  the  rich  har- 
vest which  his  many  3'ears  of  arduous  toil  have  brought  him. 
His  home  is  on  a beautiful  hill,  surrounded  by  forest  and  other 
shade  trees,  commanding  a fine  view  of  the  shops  where  so  maiu' 
years  he  labored,  and  overlooking  a busy  city,  which  has  developed 
since  the  days  of  his  boy  hood. 

Mr.  Mitchell  is  a leading  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  of 
Springfield,  a consistent,  modest,  devout  Christian.  His  benev- 
olence is  a part  of  his  Christian  life,  as  evidenced  by  his  liberal  gift 
to  the  city  of  a hospital,  and  the  beautiful  grounds  surrounding  it. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  visit  the  hospital,  and  are  happ}'  to 
know  of  the  good  work  it  is  accomplishing,  and  that  the  gift  has 
been  appreciated  by  the  people. 


6 


mitciiell-thomas  city  hospital. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  MR.  JOHN  H.  THOflAS. 


John  H.  Thomas  was  born  in  Middletown,  Frederick  County, 
Md.,  October  4,  1826,  and  received  liis  education  at  Marshall  Col- 
lege, Mercersburg,  Pa.,  where  he  graduated  in  1849. 

He  commenced  the  .study  of  law  with  Hon.  S.  W.  Andrews, 
of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  completed  the  prescribed  course  with 
Hon.  William  White,  who  afterward  became  chief  ju.stice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  state  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Thomas  became  a permanent  resident  of  the  city  of 
.Springfield  in  1851,  and  was  chosen  recorder  of  Clark  County  a 
few  months  thereafter.  .Soon  after  the  clo.se  of  his  official  term  as 
recorder,  he  became  intere.sted  in  the  manufacture  of  agricultural 
implements,  and  in  1857  a partnership  was  formed  under  the  firm 
name  of  Thomas  & Mast,  for  the  manufacture  of  different  kinds 
of  agricultural  implements.  Mr.  Thomas  remained  at  the  head  of 
the  firm  until  1872,  at  which  time  he  withdrew  from  the  firm,  and 
some  months  afterward  e.stabli.shed  a manufacturing  busine.ss  with 
his  two  .sons,  under  the  firm  name  of  John  H.  Thomas  & Sons, 
which  firm  has  had  a phenomenal  success  in  business.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Springfield,  O. 

Realizing  the  need  of  a hospital  for  a city  like  Springfield, 
where  so  many  are  injured  by  the  railroads  and  shops,  he  cau.sed 
to  be  built  the  large  octagon  frame  building  which  is  attached  by 
arcade  to  the  brick  building,  as  repre.sented  in  the  first  illustration 
in  this  catalogue.  Mr.  Thomas  is  well  pleased  with  the  success 
the  ho.spital  has  attained,  and  rejoices  to  know  that  his  gift  is  ap- 
preciated b}"  the  many  unfortunate  who  are  cared  for  at  the 
Mitchell-Thomas  city  ho.spital. 
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A number  of  rooms  have  been  speciall}'  fitted  up  for  the  use 
of  pa}’  patients  in  the  brick  building,  either  for  siirgical  or  medical 
cases,  who  can  secure  accommodations  at  prices  ranging  from 
$10.00  to  $14.00  per  week,  according  to  room  and  requirements. 

The  worthy  poor  of  the  city  who  are  ill  and  emergency 
surgical  cases  are  admitted  to  the  wards  free,  and  receive  good 
attention.  Telephone  communications  are  made  to  any  part  of  , 
the  city  and  with  the  patrol  and  police  ambulance,  in  case  of 
accident  requiring  speedy  tran.sportation  of  the  sick  or  wounded 
to  the  hospital. 

The  management  of  the  institution  is  in  charge  of  the  city 
Hoard  of  Public  Affairs,  and  is  under  the  immediate  charge  of  a 
superintendent.  A staff  of  skilled  city  physicians  minister  to 
the  wants  and  needs  of  the  inmates.  A levy  of  public  taxes  is 
laid  for  its  benefit,  and  several  testamentary  bequests  have  been 
made  in  aid  of  its  noble  work. 

The  pay-patients  are  mostly  those  who  come  for  surgical 
operations,  the  success  of  which  has  made  the  hospital  famous 
other  than  locally.  Three  years  ago  the  tax  levy  for  the  ho.spital 
was  four  mills:  this  year  it  was  but  two.  Between  $100  and 
$200  per  month  in  the  aggregate  is  paid  by  pay-patients,  thus 
making  the  in.stitution  nearly  self-.supporting. 

The  Surgical  Department  is  in  charge  of  the  best  of  surgeons, 
and  patients  from  every  portion  of  the  Union  have  been  operated 
upon  with  almost  unvarying  success.  The  Ho.spital  is,  indeed, 
among  the  city’s  most  irseful  and  valuable  institutions. 

The  staff  of  physicians  represents  two  members  each,  of  the 
three  leading  schools  of  medicine,  and  the  Board  of  Public  Affairs 
confidently  believe  that  this  arrangement  has  been  most  .satisfac- 
tory in  every  res]:)ect  and  establishes  a precedent  for  future  use- 
fulness in  hospital  work. 

The  accompanying  photo-engravnre  and  history  of  an  ovarian 
tumor,  removed  at  this  hospital,  is  taken  from  the  Cincinnati 
Medical  Journal  for  January,  1893,  and  represents  fairly  one  of 
the  many  operations  x)erformed  by  the  Hospital  Staff;  also  our 
commodious  surgical  operating  room  and  its  appointments. 

“ The  details  of  the  operation  on  the  patient  represented 
in  the  accompanying  cut  represents  complications  not  often  en- 
countered. 

“ Mrs.  Katie  Hughes,  of  Osage,  Iowa,  aged  30,  married  ten 
years,  and  the  mother  of  three  children,  the  youngest  one  }’ear  of 
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age,  came  to  our  City  Hospital  a few  weeks  ago  to  have  a tumor 
removed.  She  was  much  emaciated,  and  had  a high  temperature 
during  the  day,  followed  bj'  profuse  night  sweats.  The  accom- 
panj'ing  cut  was  made  from  a photograph  of  the  patient  as  she 
lay  on  the  table  ready  for  the  operation. 

“ The  incision  was  five  inches  in  length  down  to  the  perito- 
neum; much  hemorrhage  was  encountered  in  the  median  incision, 
which  was  the  warning  of  extensive  adhesions.  We  found,  on 
opening  the  abdomen,  that  the  tumor  had  adhesions  to  the  an- 
terior walls  of  the  peritoneum,  and  to  all  the  internal  organs  that 
it  came  in  contact  with  in  the  abdominal  cavity.  The  flat  of  the 
hand  was  used  to  fla^'  the  tumor  mass  from  the  abdominal  walls, 
and  with  each  advance  of  the  hand  the  blood  oozed  from  thous- 
ands of  little  bleeders,  and  run  almost  a stream  out  of  the  ab- 
dominal cavity.  The  trocar  was  plunged  into  the  tumor,  and 
about  half  a gallon  of  very  dark  offensive  fluid  escaped.  The 
tumor  then  collapsed,  so  that  it  could  be  pulled  forward  into  the 
abdominal  incision,  and  the  intestines  and  other  tissues  dissected 
from  it,  at  the  expense  of  the  tumor  sac. 

“When  the  tumor  ,sac  was  well  dissected  out  of  the  abdomen, 
it  was  found  that  it  Tad  twi.sted  two  and  a half  times  on  its  pedi- 
cle. This  had  strangled  the  life  of  the  tumor  to  such  an  extent 
that  nature  had  to  kiss  down  all  tissues  to  keep  it  alive.  The 
pedicle  was  about  one  inch  in  diameter,  and  was  ligated  b}-  the 
vStaffordshire  knot,  and  dropped  back  into  the  pelvis,  after  a 
thorough  cleansing,  and  filling  of  cut  surfaces  with  powdered  iodo- 
form crystals  well  rubbed  into  the  tissues.  Our  attention  was  now 
directed  to  the  myriad  of  little  bleeders  that  everywhere  in  the 
abdominal  walls  ponred  forth  blood,  like  the  sweat-drops  from  the 
forehead  of  a person  who  perspires  excessively.  Six  gallons  of 
hot  water  were  poured  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  the  intes- 
tines shook  and  washed  till  all  blood  clots  were  removed.  The 
bleeding  of  the  abdominal  parietes  still  continued.  We  therefore 
took  about  two  yards  of  a ten-per-cent,  iodoform  gauze,  and  folded 
it  over  the  intestines,  and  carefulh'  pressed  the  abdominal  walls 
down  upon  the  gauze. 

“In  a few  minutes  the  sutures  were  all  placed  in  the  abdomi- 
nal incision.  We  then  parted  the  .sutures,  and  pulled  out  the 
gauze,  and  closed  the  abdomen.  There  was  still  some  oozing, 
and  a bottomless  glass  drainage  tube  was  in.serted  in  the  lower 
end  of  the  incision,  and  one  end  pushed  down  into  the  Douglas 
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cul-de-sac.  About  oue  quart  of  sanguiueous  fluid  was  pumped 
out  through  the  tube  in  the  first  thirty-six  hours,  after  which  the 
tube  was  witlidrawii,  and  the  case  made  a speedy  recover}’  with- 
out complications.  The  temperature  did  not  reach  above  ioo°, 
and  on  the  fourteenth  day  the  patient  was  able  to  leave  the 
Ho.spital.  She  has  since  regained  her  health,  and  increa.sed  in 
weight  ten  pounds  in  the  few  weeks.” 
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REPORT  OF  THE  flEDICAL  STAFF. 


Springfield,  Ohio,  January  i,  1893. 
To  The  Board  of  Public  Affairs. 

Gentlemf:n: — W'e  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  our  an- 
nual report  of  the  City  Hospital,  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1892. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  wards,  165:  with  a 
death  rate  of  10  per  cent. 

There  were  ten  cases  admitted  in  a moribund  condition.  De- 
ducting these  from  the  deaths  for  the  3'ear,  our  death  rate  of  five 
per  cent  makes  a good  showing. 

Respectfullj-  submitted, 

Drs.  R.  B.  House. 

Geo.  I).  Gr.int. 

J.  M.  Austin. 

C.  W.  Russell. 


12 


MITCIIELL-TIIOMAS  CITY  HOSPITAL. 


REPORT  OF  OPTHALMOLOQIST. 


To  The  Bo.yrd  of  Public  Affairs,  vSpringfield,  Ohio. 

Gentlemen; — 1 have  the  honor  to  .submit  to  3’on  the  follow- 
ing .statement  of  the  work  coming  under  my  care  in  the  Mitchell- 


Thomas  Hospital. 

No.  of  ca.ses  treated.  , , 22 

SURGICAL. 

Cataract 1 1 

hhitropion  ...  4 

hlyeballs  removed 3 

MEDICAL. 


Burns  from  molten  iron 

Iritis 

Keratitis 


2 

I 

I 


Total 22 

The  .surgical  cases  were  ail  pay  patieius,  mo.st  ol  them  taking 
private  rooms,  and  remaining  in  the  hospital  an  average  of  ten 
days  each.  Two  of  them  were  from  Clark  county,  the  others 
from  different  counties  of  the  state. 

Fifteen  operations  were  made  to  restore  sight  to  blind  eyes. 
In  connection  with  this  subject  allow  me  to  say,  the  eleven 
cataract  patients  were  all  advanced  in  years,  the  youngest  being 
over  sixty,  and  all  but  two  had  been  blind  many  years.  The 
youngest  one,  a prominent  business  man  from  Miami  county,  was 
so  blind  he  could  only  tell  day  from  night.  When  assured  he 
could  be  restored  to  sight  by  remaining  two  weeks  for  an  opera- 
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tion,  he  wavered  for  one  week,  and  came  back  again,  still  doubt- 
ing. I said  to  him,  “You  may  live  twenty  3'ears.  Do  you  want 
to  be  blind  so  long,  or  do  you  want  to  have  your  sight?”  He 
decided  to  have  an  operation  performed,  and  that  afternoon,  I 
removed  a large  cataract  from  one  eye,  and  in  two  weeks  he  went 
home  with  good  sight.  In  a few  da3’s  he  was  able  to  resume  his 
business. 

One  operation  was  not  successful  on  account  of  a diseased 
condition  of  the  ej'e,  and  two  cases  required  a second  operation. 

The  medical  cases  remained  in  the  hospital  an  average  of 
three  weeks,  all  making  good  recoveries.  All  of  ni}-  patients 
expressed  themselves  as  pleased  with  the  management  of  the  Hos- 
pital, and  I am  somewhat  surprised  that  more  vSpringfielders  have 
not  availed  themselves  of  its  priveleges,  either  as  paj'  or  free 
patients. 

Very  respectfidlj'  yours, 

T.  F.  Bliss,  M.  D. 

Surgeon  in  charge  of  Eye  and  Ear  Department. 
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REPORT  OF  5URGICAL  CASES. 


Springfield,  Ohio,  January  i,  1893. 
To  THE  Honorable  Board  of  Public  Affairs. 

Gentlemen  : — We  have  the  honor  of  .submitting  to  you  the 
annual  report  of  .surgical  ca.ses  treated  at  the  City  Hospital  for 
the  year  1892 : 

You  will  kindl}'  note  that  main’  of  the  operations  were  of 
the  most  severe  known  to  the  surgical  art,  and  represent  cases 
from  all  parts  of  the  United  vStates ; 

Ca.se  No.  i. — Mrs.  L.  M.  Uo.sey,  ovarian  tumor.  Removed  Jan- 
uary I,  1892.  Results,  perfect  recovery  in  three 
weeks. 

Ca.se  No.  2. — Geo.  Walker,  appendicitis.  Operated  upon  January 
I,  1892.  Results,  recovery. 

Ca,se  No.  3. — Mrs.  Elsie  Merkley,  cancer  right  brea.st.  Removed 
January  i,  1892.  Re.sult,  cured ; able  to  leave  the 
Hospital  in  ten  days’  time. 

Ca.se  No.  5. — Mrs.  Emma  Comes,  with  tumor  in  neck  and  body 
of  the  womb,  requiring  opening  of  abdomen  and  re- 
moval of  womb  and  child  at  time  of  confinement. 
Porros  operation.  Recovered  after  operation.  Died 
later  from  la  grippe. 

Ca.se  No.  6. — Mrs.  Pennell.  High  amputation  of  uterine  cerv’ix 
for  and  account  of  extensive  laceration  of  cervix. 
Recovery. 

Case  No.  9. — Mrs.  L-  W. . Removal  of  ovarian  dermoid 

tumor,  in  which  there  was  a fistulous  opening  of  the 
bowel  and  tumor,  Phstul^e  closed.  Results,  recovery. 
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Case  No.  10. — Josie  Carroll.  Gangrene  of  arm  extending  to 
elbow,  with  very  profound  blood  poisoning.  Injury 
to  arm  caused  by  burn.  Amputated.  Recovery. 
Ca.se  No.  14. — Mrs.  Alexander.  Pyosalpinx.  Abdomen  opened 
and  the  right  tube  and  ovary  removed.  Recovered  in 
four  weeks.  Enjo5'.s  excellent  health.  Was  formerly 
an  invalid  for  years. 

Ca.se  No.  15. — Edward  Skilhnan.  Lithotomy.  The  stone,  the 
size  of  a man’s  fist,  was  crushed  and  removed  by  the 
left  lateral  lithotoni)’  incision.  Recovered. 

Case  No.  17. — Mrs.  Rose  Hays,  appendixotomy,  double  ovari- 
otomy and  hj’sterectomy.  An  invalid  for  years,  ap- 
pendix abcess  with  extensive  adhesions,  and  a large 
dermoid  cyst  weighing  25  lbs,  containing  jaw  bone 
of  child  and  flesh  and  hair,  also  very  extensive  adhe- 
sions of  tumor  to  womb,  so  much  so  that  all  had  to 
be  removed.  Recovery  and  since  married. 

Ca.se  No.  18. — Mrs.  Slocum,  cancer  of  the  uterine  cervix.  Womb 
■ and  ovaries  removed  b}-  vagina,  (^’avinal  hy.sterect- 
omy.  Recovery.) 

Ca.se.  No.  27. — Mrs.  Dr.  Berger,  removal  of  an  entero-lith  size  of 
an  orange.  The  abdomen  opened  and  tumor  mass 
found  in  colon,  inci.sion  of  colon  and  removal  of  len- 
tero-lith,  which  had  ahno.st  completely  obstructed 
bowels.  Recovery  from  operation. 

Case  No.  29. — Mrs.  Sigmon,  extensive  umbilical  hernae.  The  ab- 
domen opened  down  through  four  inches  of  adipose 
tissue,  (woman  weighed  250  lbs.)  the  carcerated  in- 
testines dissected  free,  and  the  unbilical  ring  cut  away 
and  abdomen  closed.  Recovered  perfectly. 

Case  No.  35. — Marion  Swadener,  obstruction  of  the  bowels  caused 
by  adventitious  adhesive  bauds,  tieing  together  about 
a foot  of  inte.stine,  causing  at  times  complete  oEstruc- 
tion.  Abdomen  opened  and  aflhesions  and  bands 
destroj’ed.  Recovered. 

The  staff  point  out  these  special  cases  of  rare  surgical  opera- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  good  results 
attained,  and  the  advantages  the  hospital  has  for  caring  for  any 
and  all  surgical  cases. 
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Tlie  review  of  the  year’s  work  done  at  tlie  Ho.spital  gives 
thirteen  major  amputations  without  a single  death;  five  cases  of 
lithotomy  with  perfect  results,  and  twent3'-five  abdominal  suctions 
with  three  deaths. 

There  were  man}-  cases  of  minor  surgerj'  which  passed 
throughthe  records  of  the  Hospital  not  worthy  of  special  mention. 

Respectfull}'  submitted, 

Surgeon,  L.  E.  Russkll. 

J.  I).  Lisle, 

J.  F.  Bliss, 

J.  M.  Austin, 

R.  B.  House, 

Geo.  D.  Grant, 

C.  W.  Russell. 

Surgical  Assistants  on  Hospital  Staff. 
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